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Musical Care International Conference 

Call for contributions 

This document shows the questions in the call for contributions for the Musical Care International 

Conference. This is for your guidance only. Please only submit through the online form available here: 

https://imperial.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_25JzmbP1VVCTf4q 

 

MUSICAL CARE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2027     

  

Edinburgh | United Kingdom     

9 June 2027 | 11 June 2027      

 

We are delighted to invite submissions to the inaugural Musical Care International conference. The 

conference focusses on the topic of musical care which broadly speaking “refers to the role of music—

music listening as well as music-making—in supporting any aspect of people’s developmental or health 

needs” (Spiro and Sanfilippo, 2022, pp. 2-3). Musical care practices from different disciplines and cultures 

are wide ranging, from private experiences (including music listening and mood modulation) to public 

ones (such as concerts for babies and music in health campaigns) and from targeted or professionalised 

musical care practices (such as music therapy) to everyday musical care practices (including informal 

singing between caregivers and infants). Musical care practices can include but are not limited to music 

therapy, community music, music in health campaigns, music in everyday life from around the world and 

from different disciplinary and practice perspectives. The conference language will be English.       

 

If you are not a member of the musical care international network, you can join for free 

here: https://imperial.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0ocwfSmXzZL32Qe         

 

Format of sessions: Dialogue and discussion   

Rather than traditional individual paper presentations, we will organise contributions into dialogue 

sessions. Thus, spoken/musical contributions will take the form of short presentations or examples of 

practice which will be followed by chaired discussion. For example, three ten minute presentations will be 

followed by a 30-minute discussion.  

 

When you submit a contribution you can:    

• Let us group you — our programme committee will match your work with a complementary or 

contrasting submission    

• Propose your own grouping — if you know of another submission(s) you'd like to be in conversation 

with, you're welcome to suggest it at the point of submission      

 

Electronic poster presentations will be grouped by theme to allow for dialogue in this context too.               
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Form of contributions   

We therefore welcome three forms of contributions online or in-person:    

• 10-minute contribution   

• 5-minute contribution    

• Electronic poster       

 

Focus of contributions   

The conference seeks to expand the understanding of musical care by highlighting diverse disciplinary and 

cultural perspectives.   Topics may include (but not be limited to):     

• How musical care is understood and experienced in diverse social and cultural contexts    

• Musical care in the context of life stage (e.g., infancy, childhood) or life course perspectives    

• Musical care in clinical contexts, including hospitals and hospices    

• Understanding of musical care through neuroscientific perspectives    

• Understanding of musical care through comparative or observational approaches    

• Social identity and forms of expertise in musical care practices     

• Methodological approaches and interdisciplinary collaboration in musical care research    

• Issues of diversity, equity and inclusion in musical care research and practice    

• Musical care practices of underrepresented groups, including Black, Indigenous, and communities of 

colour    

• Musical care practices in low- and middle-income countries     

• Potential negative impacts of musical care practices    

• Examples of musical care in training and education         

 

Type of contribution    

A full range of contribution types is welcome including but not limited to:    

• Descriptions or examples of practice    

• Lived experience perspectives   

• Research or evaluation studies or case reports    

• Policy or implementation perspectives      

 

Please email any questions to musicalcarenetwork@gmail.com 
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What is the form of your contribution? 

o 10-minute contribution  

o 5-minute contribution  

o Electronic poster  
 

Contribution  

Please provide a title and a short description of your contribution (max 250 words) covering the aim of 

your contribution, the focus of your contribution, and what your contribution adds to our understanding 

of musical care.  

 

Title  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Description of contribution 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Keywords   

Please provide up to five keywords, separated by commas Keywords are words or short descriptive 

phrases that capture the core topic and/or method of your contribution (if appropriate). For example, for 

a contribution about songwriting in hospitals for people experiencing chronic pain, that uses interviews as 

a method, keywords could be: chronic pain, hospital, songwriting, interviews.  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Will you be joining online or in person? 

o In person  

o Online  

o Not sure yet  
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Contributors:  
 Contributor 1, Full Name 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Affiliation 

This could be the institution or organisation you are currently working at. If you work at multiple 

institutions, feel free to either list them all or only those you feel are relevant. If you are independent, you 

can write a term feel represents your situation (e.g., "independent" or "self-employed")  

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Country / Area where you live [Drop down list, generated by the survey platform] 

 

Are there additional contributors? 

o Yes  

o No  
 

[If your response is yes, then the contributor questions will repeat. You can enter as many contributors as 

is relevant to your contribution] 

 

Email address for correspondence 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Each session will include presentations from different contributors who will then be in dialogue with each 
other and the audience. Do you have a preference about another contribution you would like to be in 
dialogue with? If so you will be asked for their name and title of contribution. If not, don't worry - we will 
match your contribution to others. 

o Yes, please provide the contributor name and title of the contribution 
__________________________________________________ 

o No, please match me  
 

Thank you for submitting your contribution. Your description will be reviewed anonymously by the 
Conference Committee according to the relevance to the topic of musical care, and quality and clarity of 
the main ideas being suggested. To make additional submissions, go back to the original submission link. 
You may need to clear your browser history to make a new submission.  
Please email any questions to musicalcarenetwork@gmail.com 
 
 Click submit and the next arrow below for a summary of your submission.  

o Submit  


